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Repetition Big and Small
in Eastern Himalayan
Oral-Tradition Narratives –
From Overlays to
Parallelisms

Summary Some Eastern Himalayan societies retain
endangered but still vibrant oral
traditions and shamanism.
Shamanic ritual performances are
structured into protection chants,
recitations of clan lineages and
embedded mythological narratives.
These narratives work as parables: A life
here and now is transformed in analogy
to a transformation brought about in the
narrative.
This project investigates unfolding
narrative structure in Igu shamanism
through the lens of three forms and
functions of prominent types of
repetition structures.

C05 (Strand “Narrating Life”)

We investigate repetition structures through recurrence plotting
(Ellison & Reinöhl 2025) from local inner-couplet repetitions to larger-
scale overlays (episode repetition with variation and gradual
enrichment).
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