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Summary

How do biographical narratives reflect ideas
of social order? How do Mamluk historians
narrate the lives of persons touched by
enslavement?

From 1250-1517, Egypt and Syria were ruled by
the Mamluk Sultanate, a system that relied on
external reproduction of ruling elites by
temporary military slavery. The lives and careers
of these elites were, along with other figures
from the society, narrated in biographical
compendia. Biographical narratives played a
fundamental role in the negotiation and
representation of persons’ lives as well as social

roles and hierarchies in Mamluk literature.

Consolidation

* Indexing and building a database

* Starting text base: as-Sahawrt and
Ibn Tagri Birdi

e Selection and raw translation

e Test and develop DH Tools

* Cross-checking with additional texts
* Tagging characteristics
* Tagging narrative devices

* Tagging intertextual relations

* Test Pattern Mining and Narrative
Motif Detection

Initial Phase
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* Development of narrating figures
(intertextual)

* Narrative implementation of role
concepts (-> Digital Handbook)

* Case Studies (-> Mamluk Studies)
* Diachronic analysis

Analysis

Transcultural Narratolgy
e Narrative facture of figure representations.
e Narrative construction of social roles.
e Arabic and Iin comparison with further
Islamicate traditions (project workshops) and
transcultural (CRQC).

Mamluk Studies/Middle East Studies

o« Understanding Mamluk social concepts.

e Comparing Mamluk social concepts to early
modern empires (project workshops).

e Improving DH methods for Arabic texts.




