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Summary

This project explores integumental Latin texts from the
“long” 12th century as sophisticated narratives. Works by
Bernard Silvester, Alan of Lille, John of Hauvilla, and others
have been primarily studied for their (para-)philosophical
content, but their narrative structures — plots, narrators,
characters, scenes, and metaphors — largely remain
unexplored. Combining narratological analysis with
intellectual-historical contextualisation, the project
develops analytical categories for understanding how
these texts narrate philosophical ideas. This first
systematic study of integumental poetics reveals the
literary dimension of texts that profoundly shaped
medieval and early modern thought.
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(3) What narratological categories are required to
analyse integumental ‘narration’, and how do they
differ from those used for ancient or vernacular
medieval (let alone modern) literatures?




